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CORRESPONDENCE. 
A 1'OSSIHLE EGYPTO-PERSIAN RAILWAY. 

(To the  Edifor of the R.U.S.I. ]o i r rnd. )  

Sir,-l venture to  send you a few lines on a scheme which, .though 
somewhat incumpletely handled yesterday a t  the Royal United Serr 
vice Institution by Mr. Drunimond Black, has in it a soirppn of promise. 

Futilc it may be to comment on the fatuity and igmrance,of the ordin- 
ary newspaper reporter; but, indeed, as the mislcaders of ,public opinion, 
they lay themselves and those who employ their incompetent services 
open t c  severe condemnation. Having given some study and  thought 
to railway comniunication betwecn East and \Vest, I ventured yesterday 
to join in the discussion on  Mr. Black's paper. If I said anything a t  
all that was worth listening to, that which I an1 a b u t  to repeat and 
expand here seems to, me to merit that,expression. Bear in mind that ten 
niinutes is the time allowed, and each speaker is adjured (by the Chnir- 
man) to kcep to the point-an adjuration which is frequently ignored by 
certain habifirfs of the R.U.S.I..Theatrc. 

Going back to the days of the Great Oriental nionarchies, on whose 
history Canon Rawlinson is the standard authority, we find that regular 
cc;mmunication existed between Egypt and the monarchies of the Tigris 
and Euphrates valleys. Nay, more, if I mistake not, the power of the 
Assyrian or Persian arms made themselves felt in the land of the Pharaohs. 
In  those days, no doubt, thc main connecting route between Mesopotamia 
and Egypt was through Syria, though I think i t  not improbable that ex- 
ploration and ,rewarch would show that caravan routes across the 50. 

called Arabian desert-following more or less the line which a n  Egypto- 
Persian railway might take-werc then in use. Under any circumstances 
therc is reason to believe that a railway starting from the Egyptian coast 
can be made to any selected point in the Euphrates valley or on the Persian 
Gulf. The  question is, what will make it worth while to construct such 
a linc? To that yesterday I suggested the briefest form of reply, viz., 
the development of Northern Africa on the one side and of Mesopotamia 
and Southern Persia pn the other. 

Let me dcvelop that statement rather more clearly here. Northern 
Africa has passed or is passing into the hands of enlightcncd and  pro- 
gressive European Powers. hiarocco., Tunis, Tripoli, and the Cyrenaica 
are, or soon will be, French and Italian. . The runlour of thc inipcnding 
British annexation of Egypt is in the air. Premature, doubtless, but there 
will be no relaxation of the British hold on Egypt, the prosperity of which 
country under British guidance is one of the current themes of the hour. 
\\'e have then the whole north of Africa growing in wealth and resources. 
We have the Cape to Cairo railxay and the Hcjaz line, bbth possible 
feeders of any  Egypto-Persian line. We have the through' waterways 
of the Mediterranean and thc Red Sea, converging on Akabah and Port 
Said, both ports which a n  Egypto-Persian line would touch. 

Now turn to the Persian end of this possible railway. Surely none 
of US supposc that becausc Sir William Willcocks has  ,withdrawn from 
participation in the scheme for: re-irrigating Mesopotamia therefore the 
death-knell of that Gheme is sounded to the crack 0' doom? Will Ger- 
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many, having completed its railtvay. to Baghdad, and Great Britain 
having constructed the Koweit-Baghdnd scction of the same r a i h a y  
system, be content .to let the best fertile plains of ’Mesopotanlia rcst un- 
tilled? Will the cereal, oil, mineral, and other resources of Southern 
Persia be allowed under the stimulus of British, German. and Russian 
ambition, rivalry, and activity to remain unutilized? That  is not very 
likely. Therefore rhe time is coming- when the development of provinces 
which have long gronned under Moslem misrule will again flourish as 
they flourished before either Christendom or Islam were heard of. Pros- 
pcrity means railways. But whcther a n  Egypto-Persian railway will be 
a n  all-red” route, as Mr. Black sanguinely surmises, is more than 
problematical.--I am,  Sir. S.C., A. C. Yak. 

The Atheticrum, Pall Mall, S. R’. 
19th October, xyir 

NAVAL AND MILITARY CALENDAR. 

OCTOBER, II )IX.  

4th (Wed.) Occupation of Tripoli by the Italians after bombardment. 
7th (Sat.) Launch of the fitst-class battleship “ Gangout” from the N o r  

Admiralty Yard, St. Petersburg, for the Russian Navy. 
9th (Mon.) Launch of first-class battleship King George V. ” at Ports- 

mouth. 
10th (Tiles.) P. & 0. steamer I‘ Medina” commissioned a t  Portsmouth as a 

Royal Yacht, to convey the King and Queen to India. 
13th (Fri.) H.R.H.The Duke of Connaught installed as Governor General 

of Canada. 
14th (Sat.) Launch of the first-class battleshi “Leonardo da Vlnci” 

from the Odero Yard a t  Genoa, g r  the Italian Navy. 
15th (Sun.) Launch of the first-class battleship “Giulio Ccsare” from the 

Ansaldo Yard at  Sestri Ponente, for the Italian Navy. 
18th (Wed.) Engagement between rebels and Imperial Troops at Hankow. 
19th (Thur.) Landing of the Italians a t  Benghazi. . 
zIst (Sat.) 106th Anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar. 
23rd (Mon.) Launch of Cruiser Trainingship “Chao-Ho” from the 

Elswick Yard, Newcastle-on-Tyne, for Chinese Navy. 
25th (Wed). Launch of first-clacs arrnoured cruiser A u s h d a ”  from 

Messrs. John Brown & Co.’s Yard, Clydcbulk, for the 
Royal Australian Navy. . , 

30th (hfon). H.M.S. “Venerable” paid off a t  Portrmoufh, and recommia- 
sioned the.  following day for further service in Atlantic 
Fleet. 
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